
Petrochemicals in Europe

Petrochemicals derived from petroleum and natural 
gas and are used to make high-value products in 
Europe, and around the world. Smartphones, solar 
panels, sports equipment, textiles for fashion and a 
growing range of car parts are all made with 
synthetic rubber, plastics, solvents or other 
products derived from petrochemicals.1 

95% of all manufactured 
goods are based on 
petrochemicals2

How the petrochemical sector 
benefits Europe
A robust petrochemical manufacturing sector is 
important for a number of reasons: 

Benefits communities and economies: The 
chemical industry, in which petrochemicals account 
for more than a quarter of all sales, supports 1.15 
million direct jobs in Europe and three times as 
many indirectly. It has the second highest share of 
added value per employee of any sector, and in 
2016 added €155bn to European GDP.3 

Ensures a long-term industrial future for Europe: 
Because petrochemicals underpin a range of other 
industries, from medical equipment to agriculture, 
the petrochemical manufacturing sector helps 
ensure Europe remains an industrial leader. In fact, 
nearly 2/3 of EU chemicals are supplied to the 
industrial sector.4

Sustains Europe as a global center of expertise: 
R&D spending in the European chemical industry 
averaged €8.3 billion between 2005 and 2015. 
Retaining a highly-skilled workforce and 
encouraging innovation is only possible by 
maintaining European manufacturing capabilities.5

Enhances Europe’s security of supply: 
Global demand for petrochemicals is growing. 
Keeping manufacturing capabilities in Europe 
protects against unforeseen supply constraints, 
enhancing diversity and reliability of supply along 
the entire value chain. 

High environmental standards and safe 
processes: Europe has some of the most stringent 
policies to ensure that industries located here 
contribute the highest value with the least 
environmental impact. The EU recognizes that if 
companies relocate manufacturing to other 
regions, total greenhouse gas emissions may 
increase, threatening our ability to meet global 
climate goals.6

Helps reduce GHG emissions
Petrochemicals help other sectors reduce their 
emissions and waste. Examples include: insulation 
in buildings which improve energy-efficiency; 
plastic packaging which reduces food waste, high 
performance rubber tire liners which better retain 
air pressure and reduce fuel consumption, and 
light-weight vehicle parts which reduce the weight 
of cars. A 10% reduction in vehicle weight can 
improve fuel economy by 7%.

World chemicals sales (€3,534 billion)

  

(Source: Cefic Facts and Figures 2016 
of the European chemical industry)

Why are petrochemicals useful?
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We also employ over 18,500 people in Europe, who 
play an important role in developing and 
manufacturing petrochemical products that drive 
modern transport, power cities, lubricate industry, 
and provide building blocks for a vast range of 
consumer goods.

We are proud of our 130 year history of helping to 
meet energy and chemical demand in Europe and 
we are committed to a future here.

How to maintain a competitive 
sector in Europe 
A competitive petrochemical manufacturing sector 
will ensure the best industrial future for Europe.

EU regulation cost the 
European chemical industry 
€9.5 billion annually

Champion European industrial competitiveness 
and better regulation:
Overlapping regulations create duplication and lack 
of clarity, and can even be counterproductive. It 
results in an unnecessary burden on industry, and 
negatively impacts global competitiveness. 
Between 2004 and 2014, EU regulation cost for the 
European chemical industry was €9.5 billion 
annually on average and the costs are rising.7 
The European Commission has acknowledged that 
the sector’s regulatory framework needs to be 
re-evaluated and the right reforms will significantly 
improve European competitiveness.  

ExxonMobil in Europe
Our European plants make up 30% of our global 
refining and 15% of our global chemicals 
production.8 Europe is an important space for us 
and in the last five years alone, we’ve invested 
$13.6 billion in Europe across our businesses.

Keep The Chemistry Going 
@ExxonMobil_EU

Our chemical plants in Europe
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